THE EMPIRE OF  INDIA
language and by dress, have undoubtedly developed national feelings and national characters. Amongst Mohammedans may also be noticed a certain uniformity of idea and aspiration. But in their case the feeling of unity is unassociated with any particular part of the Indian continent.
As yet very faintly overshadowing these distinctive interests is the consciousness of the national existence of the Indian people as a whole, This feeling owes its birth to the English language, which is used in political discussion throughout the country, and, to a much less extent, in the family life of the more advanced Hindus* It has undoubtedly concentrated the intelligence of the educated classes on to ideals for which they can work together. The illiterate multitude may be inclined to view with suspicion the advances of men whose opinions are in violent opposition to traditional ideas. And the Mohammedans, so far, have generally held aloof from the propaganda of advanced Hindu politicians. But the politicians claim to stand for the credit of India against those who belittle her capacities ; and their words evolve heat which may gradually weld fragments of different races, religion, and languages into something that approaches national solidarity.
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